
FINDERN PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Mrs Kate Sharpe  

Findern Parish Rooms, Lower Green, Findern, Derbyshire DE65 6AS 

Tel: 07444 085807 

 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Findern Parish Council 

held at Bee’s Tea Room, Findern at 7.00pm on 12 December 2019 

Present: Councillors R Brook (Chairman), T Brown, M Goodall, J Hibbert, M Ratcliffe, R Rose, C Smith and    

M Woodhouse. 

Also present: Mrs K Sharpe (Clerk), Councillor Martyn Ford (DCC) and Councillor Andrew MacPherson (SDDC).   

Also, two members of the public. 

The minutes of the meeting were recorded for accuracy. 

2401/19  Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were accepted from Councillors A Hibbert and S Brook 

2402/19  Declaration of members interests 

  Councillor M Woodhouse – personal interest in Woodgrow Ltd. 

2403/19 Public Speaking: 

Christmas Light Switch-on event 

A resident congratulated the Council on the Christmas Light Switch on event – it had been well 

attended and enjoyed by all. 

Electricity box on the green 

A resident requested permission to use electricity box on Tuesday 17 December 2019 for the 

‘Carols Round the Tree’ event. A Councillor would give access to this. 

‘Findern in Relief’ charity 

A resident requested an update on the ‘Findern in relief’ charity. The resident was advised that 

no progress had been made. 

Building debris at Longlands Lane 

A Councillor raised their concern about several negative comments made on Facebook about 

the Parish Council’s involvement in trying to get the building debris removed from alongside a 

property on Longlands Lane. The Parish Council wished to make it clear that it had not reported 

this issue to the Safer Neighbourhood Forum meeting in November; it had been raised by a 

resident at that meeting. The Parish Council acknowledged that they had written directly to the 

owners of the property in June about the issue, following requests from residents for the Parish 

Council to do something about the debris as it was on a public footpath. 

RESOLVED to write to the owners again, explaining the above and offering to meet with them. 
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Penguin Bin at KGV recreation area 

It was reported that the bin was lop-sided, the door was open and it had not been emptied. A 

Parish Councillor had cleared it, but SDDC would be contacted to sort issues. 

Hornbeam tree on KGV recreation area 

A Councillor expressed concern that there could be possible damage to the hornbeam tree 

planted on the KGV playing field, once the work commenced on the BMX track. It was 

suggested that the Parish Council seek a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) for the tree. Clerk 

would contact the tree officer at SDDC to seek advice on whether a TPO would be required or 

would be possible. 

Police Liaison Officer: 

  No report was received. 

  District Councillor Report: 

  Councillor MacPherson was present at the meeting and gave the following report: - 

• With reference to the new Concurrent Funding allocations, Councillor MacPherson 

advised that as Findern would benefit from the additional new housing development in 

the area, it should be noted that often developers were not handing over public space 

areas to Parish Councils to manage; therefore the Parish Council would not need to 

provide services if they do not have responsibility for the public space, though it was 

acknowledged that this could be challenging when requested to do something by 

residents who do not understand this. 

• Dog Warden hot spots were active and the Parish Council were invited to submit 

requests for the wardens to patrol and improve signage in areas of the village. 

• The Clean Team would be carrying out refuse collections throughout the Christmas 

period and that the fly tipping would be monitored. 

County Councillor Report: 

Councillor Ford was present at the meeting and gave the following report: - 

• An emergency road closure order had been made on Bakeacre Lane whilst DDC 

investigated the issues of flooding in that area.  

• The Concurrent function allocation had been reviewed and Parish Councils would soon 

receive a letter about the changes to the allocations along with guidance. 

• Landowners and developers had been invited to put forward sites for possible housing, 

industrial development and employment allocations post 2028. As part of the Local Plan 

review process South Derbyshire District Council would be undertaking a Strategic 

Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA). Between 10 December 

2019 and 4 February 2020, the District Council would be consulting on a draft 

methodology for the SHELAA. The Parish Council would receive an email about this. 

• There were no further updates on the Axis 50 development. 
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2404/19  Minutes 

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Ordinary meeting held on 21 November 2019 be approved 

as a true record and signed by the Chairman subject to the note that in the Minutes, Councillor 

C Smith had been recorded as both present at the meeting and as having given her Apologies. It 

was confirmed that Councillor C Smith had given her Apologies and was not present at the 

meeting. 

Proposed Councillor T Brown, Seconded by Councillor R Rose. All in favour. 

2405/19  Variation of order of business  

None 

2406/19 To determine which items, if any, of the Agenda should be taken with the press and public 
excluded  

 As there were no updates on the lease arrangements it was RESOLVED that there were no 
items to be taken with the press and public excluded. 

 
2407/19 Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman wished to record in the Minutes a note of thanks to Councillor Brown for all of 

her hard work in arranging the Christmas event. 

2408/19  Report of the Parish Clerk 

a) Noticeboard at Highfields 

Details of the site for the noticeboard had been sent to the Landlord’s Solicitor. He had 

acknowledged receipt and would take instruction from owner.  
 

b) Tree Prune at Nature site 

The Clerk updated members on action requested from the previous meeting regarding 

advice required from SDDC to prune trees at the nature site off Crow Park Way. As there 

was a TPO on these trees, permission was needed for any work to them. The Council is 

advised by the tree officer at SDDC that anyone could apply for this permission; however, 

the landowner’s permission would be needed to actually access the land to do the work. 

There were applicant and landowner sections on the application form and the landowner 

would be contacted by SDDC as part of the application process. However, an approach by 

Parish Council to the landowner prior to application would be advisable. 
 

RESOLVED the Clerk would check with the Land Registry who was the owner of the land. 
 

c) Steps at KGV 

The steps had now been cleared of leaves by a contractor and the surrounding bushes and 

vegetation cut back, though Members thought the trees could be cut back further; this may 

be a job for a tree surgeon. The contractor had raised the issue – as had some Councillors – 

of the broken wood sections at the front of the steps. The Councillors considered the work 

that should be undertaken on the steps to make the safe.  
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The steps were not on Parish Council land and therefore the responsible organisation would 

have to be consulted. 

RESOLVED that the Clerk would seek advice from a suitable contractor on what could be 

done to improve the safety on the steps. Also, the Clerk would try to establish who the 

owner was for that piece of land and get quotes from a tree surgeon for work to trees. 

d) Unity Trust Application 

The final signatory details had been obtained and an application would be made to Unity 

Trust Bank to open an account. 

e) Grit Bins 

The Clerk had obtained a quote as requested at the previous meeting to order 2 grit bins 

and one pallet of salt. This had been discussed at the Finance meeting on 5 December 2019 

and an order subsequently made. The company needed payment before dispatch, therefore 

a cheque was on the payment list for the meeting. The cheque would be sent off and 

delivery should be the following week to Woodgrow Ltd. Councillor Woodhouse agreed to 

locate and fill the grit bins once delivered. 

f) Hillside play area 

The issue with the item of play equipment at Hillside play area had been reported to SDDC 

before the previous meeting. The Clerk had received written confirmation that the bolts 

were replaced on the item on 20 November 2019. 

g) Ref. No: DMPA/2019/1234 44 dwellings at Highfields Farm 

Following a request at the previous meeting of the Parish Council, the Clerk had contacted 

SDDC to check how many of the properties in this planning application were within the 

Parish Council boundary. Planning at SDDC had confirmed that all 44 properties were within 

District/Findern Parish boundary. 

h) Summer holiday youth provision 

SDDC were offering Parish Councils the opportunity to book mobile sports and activity 

provision during the summer holidays running from 27 July to 28 August 2020. Bookings 

could be made from 9am, Tuesday, 7 January 2020 and were on a 1st come, 1st served basis. 
 

RESOLVED that the Parish Council would book two sessions of two hours, one in July one in 

August, one in the evening and one in the afternoon session. 

2409/19  Planning Matters 

It was NOTED that there had been no new planning applications listed on portal. 
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2410/19  Finance 

a) Members noted items for Payment: - 

Cheque 
No. 

Payee and Description of service or 
goods 

Nett VAT Gross 

003131 James Hibbert – Reimbursement for 
Ink 
 

£36.00 £0.00 £36.00 

003132 
 

SDCVS Salaries November £1238.45 £0.00 £1238.45 

003133 
 

Martin Woodhouse – 
reimbursement for transformers and 
connectors for Xmas lights 
 

£25.63 £5.13 £30.76 

003134 
 

Reece Safety Products Ltd – 2 grit 
bins and a pallet of salt 
 

£404.33 £80.87 £485.20 

003135 
 

Aucuba Landscapes – clearance of 
leaves 
 

£45.00 £9.00 £54.00 

003136 
 

Dream Parties – Christmas 
entertainment 
 

£300.00 £0.00 £300.00 

003137 
 

Shelter Maintenance Ltd £27.80 £5.56 £33.36 

003138 
 

Kate Sharpe - Clerk Expenses ‘phone, 
working for home allowance, 
mileage, stamps, ink envelopes and 
A4 paper 
 

£165.04 £0.00 £165.04 

003139 
 

Kate Sharpe – Reimbursement to 
Clerk for purchase of 2 x 5 litre flasks 
for Xmas event 
 

£31.56 £6.31 £37.87 

003140 
 

Kate Sharpe – Reimbursement to 
Clerk for purchase of 2 x Aluminium 
Warning signs 
 

£13.97 £2.80 £16.77 

003141 
 

East Midlands Catering Ltd. 
Refreshments for Xmas meeting 

£64.00 £0.00 £64.00 

003142 Tammy Brown – Reimbursement for 
purchase of mulled wine and soft 
drinks for Xmas event. 
 

£61.75 £0.00 £61.75 

 

Members noted Income received: - 

Rent for Parish Rooms, Lower Green £333.33 

Reserve account interest £9.16 
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b) Finance Committee meeting on 5 December 2019 

Members RECEIVED the Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 5 December 

2019 and noted the recommendations made on procurement and the detailed review of 

the budget monitoring and bank reconciliation reports. 
 

Members noted that the Committee had considered the draft budget and amendments had 

been made to the proposed figures in order for a suitable budget to be allocated for 

2020/21.  

The Committee had advised that the draft budget should be recalculated to reflect the 

changes made and then presented along with a proposal for precept at a further meeting of 

the Finance Committee. 

Council also noted that changes had been made to the Concurrent Function allocation. 

RESOLVED that the Finance Committee would meet again on Monday, 6 January 2020 to 

consider the amended budget and finalise the Precept required, in order to make a 

recommendation to the Full Council meeting on 9 January 2020. 
 

c) Bank Account Reconciliation Report/Budget Monitoring Reports  
The reports were NOTED. The reports had been considered in detail at the Finance meeting 
on 5 December 2019. 
 

d) Current and Reserve Accounts Balances on 15 November 2019 

Bank 

Balance Current Account     £ 17,687.66 

Balance Reserve Account     £ 57,624.10 

      Total Bank      £ 75,311.76 

- Minus Unpresented cheques in 2019/20  £ 5,029.45 

Balance       £ 70,282.31 
 

Cashbook 

Balance b/f 1 Apr 19     £ 68,478.58 

+ Income       £ 42,289.77 

  Total        £ 110,768.35 

- Expenditure      £ 40,486.04 

     Balance       £ 70,282.31 
 

2411/19  Matters for discussion or determination 
 

a) BMX Park – King George Playing Field, planning application update 

The planning officer had advised that the objection from Sport England had been 

withdrawn, subject to the repositioning of the container. A new plan had been submitted 

showing the container in the new position. The officer would now progress this to decision. 
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b) Community Clean Up Offer 

A letter had been received asking for applications to be made to the Community Clean up 

team, as further funding had been obtained to provide support to communities. 

Following a discussion by Members, several projects were suggested; the planting of whips 

into the hedge at the KGV recreation areas, the clearing of the footpath at the top of 

Porters Lane or cleaning the signage around the village.  
 

RESOLVED that Clerk would contact the team to enquire about what was possible, before 

an application was made. 
 

c) Review of Christmas Event 

Members reviewed the event, which had been well attended and received. The party bus 

had been a success and the Council hoped to invite this back for an Easter event. A number 

of improvements were agreed upon for the event in 2020. 
 

d) Christmas Tree 2020 

Members considered a suggestion for a permanent Christmas tree to be planted on The 

Green. 
 

RESOLVED not to plant a permanent tree as this would take up too much space when 

events took place on The Green e.g. the summer fete. 
 

e) Approval of Winter Hedge Flail at KGV 

Members considered whether a hedge flail was required for the flail of hedges at the KGV 

playing field. 

RESOLVED to approve the flail of the hedges over the winter to keep them in good order. 

f) Defibrillator located at the school 

Councillor Brown had been asked by the PTA at the school to clarify whether the Parish 

Council would pay for replacement items such as the pads and batteries for the Defibrillator 

at the school. Councillor Goodall advised that this had not been the original intention when 

the Defibrillator had been installed, however because the PTA had limited funds the Parish 

Council had indicated that they would pay for the replacement items.  

RESOLVED that the Clerk would write to the PTA to confirm that when needed, the Parish 

Council would pay for the replacement items. 

g) Move to individual Parish Council email addresses 

The Chairman was keen for all Councillors to move to the dedicated email addresses set up 

for the Parish Council. 
 

RESOLVED the Chairman would help all Councillors to set the addresses up on their devices. 
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2412/19  Correspondence 

The following items of correspondence were NOTED: 

• DALC – 1-day workshop on Climate Emergency Support Programme 

• Request to support the Local Electricity Bill 

• Launch of the Digital MOT Service DCC  
 

2413/19  Reports from Councillors attending meetings of outside bodies  
No reports. 

 

2414/19 Date of next meeting(s) 

It was NOTED that the next meeting of the Parish Council would be on Thursday 9 January 2020 

at 7.00pm at Bee’s Tea Rooms, Lower Green, Findern. 

It was NOTED that there would be a Finance Committee meeting on 6 January 2020 at 7.00pm 

at Bee’s Tea Rooms, Lower Green, Findern. 

2415/19 Exempt item(s)  
There were no items taken with press and public excluded. 

 

Meeting Closed at 8.45pm 
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