
 

 

FINDERN PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Mrs Kate Sharpe  

Findern Parish Rooms, Lower Green, Findern, Derbyshire DE65 6AS 
Tel: 07444 085807 

 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Findern Parish Council 
held via Zoom Meetings software at 7pm on 8 April 2021 

Present: Councillors T Brown, G Cooke, B Dosanjh, M Ratcliffe, R Rose, and C Smith. 

Also present: Mrs K Sharpe (Clerk) and 3 members of the public. 

 
2683/21 Apologies for absence 

Apologies were NOTED from Councillor M Woodhouse. 

2684/21  Declaration of members interests 
  None declared. 
 

2685/21 Public Speaking 
 

  Members of the public: 
Steve Tiso of the Findern Footpaths Group advised that as a group they were now able to go 
out in groups of up to 6 to do work on footpaths. They were formulating a plan for the Spring to 
work on the butterfly bank and the pond at Cardales Meadow and the hide at Cotes Close. They 
have not had any new volunteers come forward yet in response to the advert on the 
noticeboards, website and Facebook. Because of insurance restrictions/risk assessments, 
volunteers need to be a minimum of 18 years old, but they do hope to work with the Primary 
schools. The new signs for the areas of Crow Park Way have arrived and would be installed in 
the coming week. 

 

Police Liaison Officer: 
No Police officer was present at the meeting and no report had been submitted. 

  District Councillor Report: 
Councillor Andrew MacPherson attended meeting to check if there were any District Council 
matters arising on Agenda. He mentioned the National Litter Pick coming up in May/June and 
advised that risk assessment templates were available for any community groups wishing to get 
involved. 
 

District and County Councillor Report: 
Councillor Martyn Ford was not present at the meeting and had not submitted a report. 

 

2686/21 Response to emails from residents 
A dog waste bin at Highfields was reported as overflowing. This had been referred to the 
District Council for prompt action. This highlighted that the development may need further dog 
waste bins at the Hollybrook end of development as that area had now been completed. This 
would be added to the Agenda of a future meeting. 
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2687/21  Minutes 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 11 March 2021 be approved as a 
true record and signed by the Chairman. The Chairman also signed, in the presence of 
Councillors, the Minutes that had been approved at the March meeting for the 8 February 2021 
meeting. 

 

2688/21  Variation of order of business  
It was RESOLVED that item 11.6 on the Agenda would be discussed before item 11.5 as the 
decision regarding the dates of meetings had a bearing on the decision regarding item 11.5. 
 

2689/21 To determine which items, if any, of the Agenda should be taken with the press and public 
excluded  

 It was RESOLVED that only the items already listed on the Agenda under Exempt items should 
be taken with the press and public excluded. 

 

2690/21  Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman welcomed all to the April meeting of the Council, noting that It had been 
relatively quiet since the last meeting; however, it was anticipated that this will change soon as 
the country eases out of lockdown. 

• The Willington Surgery Patient Participation Group were seeking new members from 
Findern who have ideas on how to improve the surgery and other local health services; 
if any resident had some spare time and would like to consider volunteering, they 
should contact Willington Surgery. 

• The Findern Footpaths group were also seeking new members to help with the 
maintenance of the footpaths around the village, and also with environment projects at 
Cardales Meadow and Cotes Close Bird Sanctuary. 

• The Chairman thanked Emma Goodliffe, Mick Reid, Mary Goodall, Heather Hall, Joplin 
Bignall and Robert Webster for donating items for the KGV bug hotel and also Julia and 
Dave Barnes and Dan Hodgkinson for offers of donations. 

• The Chairman ended her report by thanking Penny Adcock for her ongoing support to 
villagers in need. 

2691/21  Report of the Parish Clerk 
a) KGV Phase 2 – scheduled for April installation 

The Clerk confirmed the goalposts are now removed – the posts could not be saved as they 
were rusted below ground level. A Pre-start meeting for the installation of the gym 
equipment had been arranged with Ben Worley from HAGS on site for 11.00am on 
Wednesday 14 April, with a scheduled start date for the project of w/c 19 April 2021. (After 
schools are back.) 
 

b) Incident with vehicle at KGV Corner 
There was an incident on 25 March 2021 when a car left the road at the corner of Heath 
Lane and Willington Road and ploughed through the hedge into the KGV playing field. It 
destroyed about 2 metres of hedge and knocked over the bench. Fortunately, no one was 
hurt. The driver contacted the Council the next day and he confirmed he would pay to 
repair any damage. The Clerk thanked Councillor Rose and her husband for erecting a 
temporary barrier in the gap for safety. James from Easy Growing Landscapes had erected 
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fencing and would complete job with new hedging whips. Tudor landscapes were scheduled 
to repair/reset of bench. 
 

c) Footpath condition on Bridleway 11 reported to Rights of Way (RoW) at DCC 
Following the previous reply from the Rights of Way officer about the site being dry when 
they visited; pictures had been sent to the RoW officer showing the flooding under the 
bridge; along with a note that walkers were going up and over the railway to avoid walking 
through the water when the path was flooded. The officer had replied to say that the 
footpath cannot be built up further as there needs to be sufficient room for horses and 
riders to go through tunnel; however, they would continue to monitor the footpath. 
 

d) Maintenance of Baxter’s Way 
As requested at a previous meeting, the Clerk wrote to the Rights of Way team at 
Derbyshire County Council to ask whether maintenance of Baxter’s Way would be included 
in the DCC schedule. The reply advised that though the surface of pathway will be 
maintained by DCC, any clearance of shrubs / foliage along boundary of pathway would not 
be included; however, if the Parish Council paid to have the shrubs / foliage cleared, this 
cost could be included in the Rights of Way Maintenance Grant that the Parish Council can 
claim each year (currently £385). 
 

e) Electric supply to Parish Green 
Currently the monthly charge the Council pay to Eon for the supply to the pillar on the 
Village Green is made up primarily of a standing charge with very little actual electricity 
being used. The Clerk had researched other companies; however, had been unable to find a 
cheaper supply. 
 

f) Swings at Hillside and KGV Playing Field 
Swings at both Hillside and KGV play areas had been reported to South Derbyshire District 
Council in the previous week as being in need of repair – chains or shackles had snapped. 
Both were repaired promptly by the maintenance team from South Derbyshire District 
Council (SDDC). Going forward SDDC would be looking into recharging the Parish Council for 
the monthly operational checks and any repairs done on the KGV Play Area. An update on 
this would be brought to a future meeting.  

2692/21 Members Reports 
a) Garden of Remembrance/Cemetery update 

The Parish Council had received a response from the District Council regarding the Parish 
Council’s request that trees be planted down the pathway in the cemetery. The District 
Council didn’t think it would be appropriate to have a number of trees planted along the 
pathway for a number of reasons: it could cause issues with access for maintenance 
vehicles/mowers undertaking their operations; it was also felt that this type of planting 
would not be in keeping with the style of the cemetery and it’s open views of the 
surrounding area; also have to take into consideration the overhead power cables that cross 
the site and the potential hazard they cause as the trees grow and require any future 
maintenance. Whilst SDDC were not in favour of a planting scheme along the pathway, they 
advised there may be other areas within the cemetery where they could consider 
undertaking some tree planting in the future.  
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b) Findern in Relief Fund 
Councillor Brown confirmed that the change of signatories had been completed on the bank 
account; she would now look into the investments. A further update would be brought to 
the next meeting. 
 

c) Stanhope Woods 
Councillor Ratcliffe advised that the landowner was still consulting with his Solicitor 
regarding the licence agreement that would allow the Parish Council and Findern Footpaths 
group access to the land to continue the environment work at the site. 
 

d) Wildflower area and Bug Hotel at KGV site 
Councillor Woodhouse had given his apologies to the meeting and there was no update 
given on the wildflower area. Councillor Brown advised she had received lots of material for 
the bug hotel; which would be built once the schools are back and the KGV park is a quieter 
and safer place to work. 
 

RESOLVED that Council would defer the discussion on the wildflower area until the next 
meeting. 
 

2693/21  Matters for discussion or determination 
a) Issues caused by Bike Track at KGV over Half Term/weekends 

Members considered the issues experienced over the Half Term/weekends caused by the 
success of the bike track at King George V playing field; in particular the issue of parking and 
the impact on the residents. Various solutions were proposed, but the Council resolved that 
the input of local residents should be sought. 

 

RESOLVED that the Clerk would create a survey to consult with residents on their ideas for 
the possible solutions to the parking issue. This would be hand delivered by Councillor Rose 
to the properties adjacent to the KGV Playing Field. This item would be put on the Agenda 
of the Council meeting in May for further consideration. 

 

b) Additional bin for KGV Playing Field 
Members considered the issues caused by littering on the KGV playing field. It was 
suggested that further litter bins may be required at the site. 
 

RESOLVED that Councillors would look at the locations of existing bins and the possibility of 
further bins when they visited site; also, signposting dog owners to the dog waste bin near 
gate on Baxter’s Way. 
 

c) Road Safety KGV corner 
Members considered the ongoing issues of road safety at the corner of Willington Road and 
Heath Lane; including whether the signage there was sufficient warning of the sharp bend 
and that there could be children in the vicinity because of the park and school. 
 

RESOLVED that the Councillors would look at the signage when they visited the site and 
report back to the next meeting. 
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d) Need for volunteers within the ‘Parish’ to support current and future projects 
Councillor Radcliffe proposed that the Parish Council actively seek volunteers to help with 
projects round the village and had prepared a poster in order to help do this. It was decided 
that the poster need to reflect that Highfields was within the Parish; the poster would be 
amended to reflect this. 

 

RESOLVED to post the notice on noticeboards and locations around the Parish, on the 
Council’s website and Facebook page; also, on the Community Facebook page. An update 
would be brought to a future meeting. 
 

e) Dates of meetings – Annual Parish Council and Annual Village incl. review of 
recommendation to re-opening face to face meetings 
The Clerk updated Members on the likelihood of re-opening face to face meetings for 
Council, which potentially may have to happen after the current Covid legislation expires on 
7 May 2021; the possible options for meeting dates were discussed. 
 

RESOLVED that the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council in May would be brought forward 
one week to 6 May 2021 so that it can be held virtually via Zoom Meetings. The scheduled 
meeting on 10 June 2021 would be cancelled; however, there was a possibility that an 
Extraordinary Meeting would be held on 24 June 2021 to Co-opt to the three vacancies. The 
scheduled meeting on 8 July 2021 would go ahead as an in-person meeting (if restrictions 
do not change before then). The date of the Annual Parish Meeting (for the village) was 
Thursday 22 April 2021 at 7pm, and this would be held via Zoom Meetings. 
 

f) Result of Notice of Poll and Co-option to casual vacancies 
The Elections Officer at SDDC had confirmed that there had been no request for an Election 
to fill the three vacancies on the Council; therefore, the Council could proceed to fill the 
vacancies via Co-option. 
 

RESOLVED the Clerk would issue a Notice of Casual Vacancy inviting residents to apply, 
promoting this on noticeboards, website and Facebook pages; also contacting previous 
applicants to ask if they wish to stand again. A closing date would be given for mid-May. The 
applicants would then be invited to meet the Council with an actual vote to appoint the 
three new Councillors taking place at an Extraordinary meeting, probably on 24 June 2021. 
 

g) 20’s Speed Limit campaign (details forwarded 29/3) 

Councillors considered whether they wished to support the ‘20’s campaign currently being 
circulated in Derbyshire, to lower speed limit in villages to 20mph. 

RESOLVED that the Council would not support the campaign as it was felt that it would not 
be supported by residents in the village. 

2694/21  Planning Matters 
Members NOTED the following planning applications: - 

Consultations 
a) Ref. No DMPA/2021/0244 – 21 Elvaston Drive, Highfields 

The erection of a ground and first floor rear extension. 
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b) Ref. No DMPA/2021/0423 – 31 Castle Hill, Findern 
The erection of a single storey rear extension and alteration works. 

c) Ref. No DMPA/2021/0472 – 11 East Lawn, Findern   
Prior Notification of single storey rear extension, with eaves of 2.70 metres and maximum 
height of 3.30 metres extending 6.00 metres from the rear wall. 

d) Ref. No DMPA/2021/0488 – 24, Burton Road, Findern 
Prior Notification of single storey rear extension, with eaves of 3.00 metres and maximum 
height of 3.00 metres extending 7.00 metres from the rear wall. 

e) Ref. No DMPA/2021/0486 – 26 Burton Road, Findern 
The erection of a rear extension and alteration works. 

       Decisions 
a) Ref. No. DMPA/2020/1327 – 11 Hazel Close, Findern 

Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed conversion of existing garage to provide habitable 
space, fitting of rear facing cantilevered/bay window, replacement of existing cladding to 
dormers, new window frames throughout and new side door. 
Approved (Delegated decision). 
 

2695/21 Finance 
a) Members approved the following items for payment: - 

Authorised BACS payments – Councillors C Smith and T Brown. 
  

Cheque 
No. 

Payee and Description of service 
or goods 

Nett VAT Gross 

BACS UTB 
24/03/21 

South Derbyshire CVS - Salary 
payment March 

£1340.34 £0.00 £1340.34 

BACS UTB 
24/03/21 

Peacocks & Co Ltd. Grit Bin  £137.81 £27.56 £165.37 

BACS UTB 
24/03/21 

Tudor Landscapes Ltd. £146.00 £0.00 £146.00 

BACS UTB 
08/04/21 

DALC – Annual Subscription, 
Enhanced Level 

£923.10 £0.00 £923.10 

BACS UTB 
08/04/21 

Easy Growing Landscapes  £316.28 £0.00 £316.28 

BACS UTB 
08/04/21 

Shelter Maintenance Ltd.  
Bus Shelter clean. 

£28.40 £5.68 £34.08 

BACS UTB 
08/04/21 

Aucuba Landscapes – Ground 
Maintenance 

£211.67 £42.33 £254.00 

BACS UTB 
08/04/21 

Kate Sharpe - Clerk Expenses 
‘phone, working for home 
allowance, mileage, zoom 
subscription and silica gel. 

£75.99 £4.56 £80.55 

Bank 
Charges 
UTB 

Quarterly Bank Charges at Unity 
Trust Bank 

£18.00 £0.00 £18.00 
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b) Members noted Income received: - 

Date of credit From Into Account Amount 
01/03/2021 Rent for Parish Rooms Unity Trust Bank £363.33 
03/03/2021 HMRC – VAT Refund Nat West Cur £1,430.29 

28/03/2021 Interest on reserve account Nat West Res £00.23 

31/03/2021 Rent for Burton Road Land Nat West Cur £1750.00 

c) Bank Account Reconciliation Report/Budget Monitoring Reports 
Members NOTED the Bank Account Reconciliation Report/Budget Monitoring Reports up to 
31 March 2021 (including Current and Reserve Accounts Balances). 

 

2696/21  Correspondence 
The following items of correspondence were NOTED. No action to be taken. 

• PCC Office – details of the ‘Meet Your Commissioner’ event – forwarded 15/03 

• SDDC Briefing pack on East Midlands Freeport bid – forwarded 18/03 

• Details of the Great British Spring Clean – forwarded 26/3 

• SDDC Vehicular Activated Signage (VAS) Highways Stance – forwarded 29/03 
 

2697/21  Reports from Councillors attending meetings of outside bodies  
None. 
 

2698/21 Date of next meeting(s) 
It was NOTED that the next Meeting of the Parish Council will be the Annual meeting which 
would take place at 7.00pm on Thursday, 6 May 2021. 
 

2699/21 Exclusion of press and public  
RESOLVED that in view of the nature of the business about to be transacted it was advisable 
that the press and public be temporarily excluded and they were instructed to withdraw. 

2700/21 Exempt 

Items considered: - 
SDCVS Volunteers 
A.M. Sports 
 

Meeting closed at 8.55pm 
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